[Establishing the time of death by the putrefactive transformation of the corpse].
Electron paramagnetic resonance (EPR) was used for assessing the time of death. The kinetics of the reaction of the rate of recovery of spin probes incubated with homogenized muscle tissue was studied by repeatedly recording the central component of the probe followed by measuring its amplitude. Muscle tissue of 35 corpses was studied 7 to 182 days postmortem with a one-week interval. The results indicate that EPR may help assess the time of death in corpses transformed by putrefaction. The amplitude of the central component of spin probe EPR spectrum is recommended as the criterion of assessing the length of postmortem period.